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Policies 
Competitions

General

There is a great deal of commitment and effort required from Ministry Of Air Representatives, Parents & Competitors to ensure successful participation at Competitions. Ministry Of Air Policy is to ensure that no undue burden falls on any individuals, and that all are supportive of each other.

Ministry Of Air Responsibility to the Competitor 
Timely Identification of competition timetable, indicating which particular competitions should be prioritised. 

· Ensure entries are made, complying with the Competition requirements. 

· Notify parents of details (directions, accommodations, travel arrangements, competition timetable). 

· Provide as many Judges / Officials as required by the competition rules. 

· Provide at least one delegated Coach on the competition floor. 

· Ensure other Ministry Of Air members are available to spot and support. 


Parents Responsibility towards each competition 

· As far as possible, allow entry to all the prioritised competitions. 

· Ensure your child is available and equipped to travel & compete. 

· Be prepared to share travel arrangements with Coaches, Judges & Officials. 

· Ensure that your child is available to spot / support others throughout the day. 

Deviations
In situations arising where specific deviations are necessary, relating to personal circumstances, etc., these should be discussed and agreed with Ministry Of Air Management.


Ministry Of Air Responsibility to each Coach & Judge / Official
· Ensure that travel to / from the competition is accompanied if required, and that costs are shared appropriately.  

· Provide details (directions, accommodations, travel arrangements, competition timetable). 

· Fund Hotel accommodation when overnight stay is appropriate. 

· Fund evening meals for overnight stay, after the first evening. 


Coaches / Judges / Officials Responsibility. 

· Represent the best interests of Ministry Of Air and be supportive to all our Competitors. 

· Ensure Ministry Of Air Policies are maintained. 

· Maintain parental responsibility for unaccompanied minors. 


Introduction
Our Vision

At Ministry Of Air we take our sport very seriously. We are committed to providing the opportunity for children to participate in, succeed at, and enjoy the best sport in the world.

Our greatest enjoyment comes from watching the development of children into athletes that can confidently enjoy their sport safely at the highest level that they can attain.

We aim to promote the development and awareness of Trampolining through the provision of quality accessible conditions and opportunities, and through raising the standards of performance, coaching and officiating. 
Code Of Conduct

Ministry Of Air Policies are designed to protect all concerned from any activity that may have a detrimental impact on Ministry Of Air finances, public image, or its members and officers. Failure to comply with the provisions of these policies can result in disciplinary action, up to and including termination, and/or prosecution to the fullest extent of applicable laws.

It is the responsibility of all Ministry Of Air Management, Members and Parents to ensure that all are treated with respect & fairness and adequately safeguarded against injury and abuses. Our handbook is freely accessible to ensure open knowledge of the various polices to which this refers.

Policies
Our handbook describes Ministry Of Air policies for the following:
· Clothing

· Competition

· Photography

· Doping & Drug Abuse

· Disabilities & Special Needs
· Welfare of Children & Vulnerable Adults 
· Equity & Equal Opportunities
Governing Body Compliance & Insurance
Ministry Of Air is registered with British Gymnastics - Membership 41623. All our full and associate members are individually named and registered as B.G. Associate members. Ministry Of Air is also affiliated to Eastern Counties Gymnastics Assocation. 

All Ministry Of Air Coaches, Judges and our Welfare Officers are insured with British Gymnastics Membership.

General Guidelines

General

Care will be taken and maintained to ensure the safe-being and sensitive development of each member, consistent with his or her assessed ability.

Qualified Coaches will be in place at all times, and approved safety equipment will be employed where appropriate. The Coaches will not normally provide one to one coaching, and may direct the activities through a more senior Ministry Of Air member.

Members

After demonstration of competency, commitment and aptitude towards Ministry Of Air and its goals, children will be invited to join as full Members, and will be expected to compete at an appropriate level.
Performance related Coaching would be provided that is relevant to this level of commitment.

The competency is assessed against specific skills and skill combinations, and competition style routines. We look for satisfactory progress towards Ministry Of Air Proficiency Award 6.

Parents

Any parental concerns relating to their child should be discussed with a Coach in attendance in the first instance or with Ministry Of Air Management. We regard such concerns as a priority, and will involve all Coaches at the earliest opportunity.

Coaches

Ministry Of Air thrives and builds through the immense personal commitments made by all our Coaches. Ministry Of Air Policy is to always ensure that Coaches are involved with, and agree with, all Ministry Of Air activities at every level prior to discussion with the competitive members.

General Behaviour

Members are NOT permitted to leave the Sports Centre under any circumstances unless accompanied by a Coach, e.g. Fire Drill. However Members may leave the Trampolining Hall but only with permission from a Ministry Of Air Coach. This is granted (for obtaining a drink, toilet, or Pay 'Phone use etc,) for a maximum of five minutes. The members must make the Coach aware on their return.


Any abuse of the above will result in permission being withdrawn, and consultation with the parent.

Ministry Of Air condemns all forms of bullying as unacceptable behaviour. Any Ministry Of Air Coach can be approached or involved at any stage to ensure that earliest resolution may proceed fairly and also to provide advice to anyone who is anxious that his or her child may be a bully or is being bullied.


Policies
Clothing

Clothing For Training

During training we require suitable clothing. Foot covering is mandatory.
Leotards are preferred, but Crop-Tops or T-shirts and sensible shorts or 3/4 length tight bottoms are acceptable. Loose baggy tops (particularly with hoods) and baggy tracksuit trousers are not appropriate, however long sleeved clothing is perfectly in order.

There is no requirement to wear any jewellery of any form. Stud earrings are permitted provided any sharp edges are taped over to minimise hazards to our Coaches.

Ministry Of Air clothing is available for any member to purchase regardless of ability or group - this consists of:

· Competition leotard with the standard design 

· Competition trousers (males) 

· T-shirt with the standard design 

· Ministry Of Air Track-suit 

Full & Associate Members (i.e. Competitor level) must purchase Ministry Of Air Competition attire. Purchase of the T-shirt & Tracksuit is optional. 

Clothing At Competitions

Wherever possible Ministry Of Air attire will be worn. This covers ALL activities, including actual competition.

Individual Competition: B.G. Competition Rules 

· Female: Leotard and white ankle length socks or trampoline shoes. 

· Male: Sleeveless leotard and gym trousers in a single (not dark) colour, (OR for Grade 6-3 sleeveless / short sleeved, single colour T-shirt and shorts / single colour gym trousers). Foot covering / trampoline shoes in either white or the same colour as the gym trousers / shorts. 


Teams and Synchronised Competition: B.G. Competition Rules
When competing as a team all members of that team shall wear the same uniform. In synchronised competition each pair must wear the same uniform.

Schools
When a member is representing their school they can wear the school leotard. If there isn't one available the member should wear Ministry Of Air leotard as described for Individual Competition. At the National Schools Championships the school leotard takes priority.

Internationals
When a competitor competes for Great Britain in National or International Competitions they can wear a leotard / trousers of their choice. 
Policies
Disabilities & Special Needs
General

Ministry Of Air welcomes participation of people with disabilities or special needs.    
Inclusion
In acknowledgement that it is not always possible to include people with disabilities in mainstream gymnastics classes, British Gymnastics supports the view that there must be scope to provide classes specifically for people with disabilities, except where there are medical grounds that would contra-indicate participation. All coaches who intend to deliver classes specifically for people with disabilities must hold the Trampoline Special needs qualification.
Ministry Of Air expects our coaches and other volunteers to include people with disabilities into the existing activities they provide 
The term “disability” includes those people with: 

· Physical incapacity, 

· Sight impairment; 

· Hearing impairment; 

· Learning disabilities.
Grounds for Refusing Inclusion 

British Gymnastics expects people with disabilities to be included within existing classes, however it accepts that there are some circumstances that may constitute reasonable grounds for refusing: 

· Presence of health concerns that contra-indicate participation on medical grounds (such as conditions known to be associated with specific disabilities). 

· Disabled persons may need to provide evidence from a medical person to verify that it is appropriate for the individual to participate in a particular activity. 

· Identification of an unacceptable level risk being posed to the health, safety or well being of: either the person with a disability - or others they are likely to come in contact with. 

· Recognition of the necessity to irrevocably change programme(s) provided in existing activities in order to accommodate the person with a disability within them. 

· In the event that a coach refuses to accept a person with a disability into existing sessions Ministry Of Air will support that coach if they do so on reasonable grounds that can be shown to be supported by evidence. 


Policies 
Photography
General 
The vast majority of people involved in trampoline activities derive their interest and pleasure from the performances and enjoyment shown by the participants.  Ministry Of Air encourages the use of video or photographic equipment for appropriate use, but we will take all reasonable precautions to protect our members against the possible inappropriate use of films or photographic images.  Our Coaches frequently use video recordings as a training aid for our members, and parents have consented to this.

Training Sessions

All persons wishing to use video or photographic equipment should apply to the senior coach, preferably prior to the session.  Ministry Of Air will refuse permission in the case of children who are under a court order. 
Policy Conditions

· The use of mobile phones that have camera facility within the training area is prohibited, unless permission is granted by the senior coach at the session. 

· A photographic or image on a website of a child should not be published without written consent, and personal information of the individual, other than the name, should not accompany the image. 

· Simultaneous streaming of images onto a website should be avoided. The delayed streaming will provide an opportunity for editing inappropriate images. It is also recommended that an independent server is used to ensure that images can not be accessed, copied or downloaded. .
Competitions

British Gymnastics competition entry forms contain an informed consent statement, that photographers may be present at the events and images may be published by British Gymnastics.  By entering for the event, there is acceptance that the child/participant may be photographed 

Policies
Doping / Drug Abuse

General

Ministry Of Air strongly disapproves of doping in sport and does not regard it as appropriate to include athletes or other individuals (including but not limited to coaches, and other volunteers) who have doped or been found guilty of a doping offence including but not limited to the supply or trafficking of prohibited substances.
Ministry Of Air considers the practice of doping to be contrary to the ethics and the values of the sport of trampoline gymnastics, and of sport in general.  Doping is cheating and undermines the pursuance of true excellence in the sport.
Policy Conditions

The British Gymnastics Anti-Doping Policy and Rules applies to all members of Ministry Of Air and all persons participating in any capacity in training sessions, events, and competitions, wherever held.

Policies
Welfare Of Children & Vulnerable Adults
General

It is essential that child protection is paramount for all Ministry Of Air activities, not only to provide the best possible protection for children in gymnastics, but also to avoid allegations of poor practice and to ensure the safety of staff and participants. Failure to follow the following guidelines could place young people, coaches and the club in a vulnerable position.
Ministry Of Air strives to ensure that children, young people and vulnerable adults are protected and kept safe from harm whilst participating in trampolining activities.  We endeavour to promote the highest standards of care for participants and we:

· Provide and implement procedures to safeguard the well being of all participants and protect them from abuse.

· Respect and promote the rights, wishes and feelings of all participants.

· Adopt good practice in recruitment, training and supervision of all employees and volunteers, and provide guidance to parents and carers.

· Require all Coaches, Volunteer helpers, and our members to embrace Ministry Of Air Codes of Ethics and Conduct towards children and vulnerable adults.

· Respond to all allegations and concerns, and implement the appropriate disciplinary and appeals procedure.
· Fully adopt the British Gymnastics' Child & Vulnerable Adults protection policy and procedures, and promotion of the policy to all club members and parents to show the club's commitment to a safe environment.

Welfare Officer

We have a designated and appropriately trained person who is available to assist on all matters related to child protection.
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